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March 10, 1994
LECTURE SERIES BRINGS NOTED IRISH POET TO UM 
MISSOULA -
Seamus Heaney, generally considered one of the world’s top four or five living poets, will 
give a reading and lecture Thursday, March 24, at The University of Montana.
His presentation, "From the Frontier of Writing," will begin at 8 p.m. in the Montana 
Theatre. Billed as the Lucile Speer Memorial Lecture, it will also be the seventh program in the 
1993-94 President’s Lecture Series.
Heaney’s almost meteoric rise to poetry’s top ranks has been credited to his use of 
traditional poetic forms and return to the natural world for his subject matter. Raised on a farm in 
Northern Ireland, he developed a thorough acquaintance with rural life from which to draw the 
natural images he uses, particularly in his early poems. He also hoarded anecdotes, limericks, 
folklore, stories told at cattle fairs and sentimental and patriotic songs to flavor not only his poetry 
but his lectures and classes.
Since 1962 Heaney has taught at the secondary, college and university levels in Ireland, 
England and the United States. He’s twice been a visiting lecturer at the University of California at 
Berkeley and regularly teaches half a year at Oxford University. Since 1979 he’s taught spring 
semester at Harvard University, where he’s now the Boylston Professor of Rhetoric and Oratory.




Christopher Beach, a UM assistant professor of English, was a teaching fellow for two 
poetry courses under Heaney at Harvard in the late 1980s. "His lectures were brilliant," Beach said 
in a recent interview. "They were not historical or critical in the usual sense. He was responding 
to the poems directly and personally."
Heaney’s own poetry has become more abstract and metaphysical over time, but throughout 
his career he’s found ways of commenting obliquely on the political realities in Northern Ireland. 
Even so, his work is often compared to Robert Frost’s as accessible to the average reader.
"His poems aren’t particularly difficult to understand," Beach said. They’re lyrical but 
earthy and sprinkled with Irish dialect words, he said.
Since 1966, Heaney has published a dozen collections of poetry and received as many 
awards, including the Somerset Maugham Award in 1967 and the Sunday Times Literary Award in 
1988. After "Station Island" came out in 1984, a reviewer for New York Times Book Review said, 
"It is clear we are in the hands of a master."
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CONTACTS: English Assistant Professor Christopher Beach, 243-2963; Roxanne Brown, 
Heaney’s assistant at Harvard, (617) 496-6032. Heaney will arrive in Missoula March 23 and leave 
March 25.
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